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PPB DEEMED OUT OF COMPLIANCE
WITH DOJ SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT
Community Committee Continues
Pushing for Change

n early October, the Compliance Officer/Community Liaison
(COCL) declared that due to the City’s response to racial justice
protests, the Portland Police Bureau (PPB) is no longer in
compliance with the US Department of Justice (DOJ) Settlement
Agreement. Portland Copwatch anticipated this analysis in our
September newsletter (PPR #81), but thought the reason would
be the excessive force being used by police at the protests. Instead,
the COCL found officers weren’t filing their paperwork in a timely
manner, reserving judgment on specific incidents until after the
180-day deadline to investigate misconduct passed. Because the
demonstrations began in late May, those first investigations should
be reflected in the COCL and DOJ’s January assessments. To their
credit, the COCL flagged a
particular incident which
should have been categorized
as deadly force. Meanwhile,
the Portland Committee
on Community Engaged
Policing (PCCEP), created
in late 2018 to oversee
Oregonian,
October 10
implementation and bring the
community and police into direct dialogue, continued making
recommendations for change and holding forums to hear public input.
In addition to force reporting, the COCL found PPB out of
compliance with regard to training, saying the protests and the pandemic
made in-person sessions much harder to organize. The Report
acknowledges the protests and their goals of undoing 400 years of
oppression, but also criticizes what it deems to be protestor “violence.”
In the draft report, the COCL complained PPB is only getting 4.4%
of the City’s budget now that $15 million was cut (PPR #81), citing
a June 24 article on 24/7 Wall Street showing this (continued on p. 8)
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100+ Days of Protests: Cops Use
Alarming Violence, Oppose Tear Gas Ban
State Takes Control of PPB; Officers
Deputized; National Guard Mobilized
any people found it surprising that the Portland Police
Bureau (PPB) reported using force against crowds
over 6000 times between late May and the end of
September. There were different reasons for the
responses. Some found that number alarmingly high,
since the PPB said
the total times they
used any force at all
in 2018 and 2019
combined was 5612.
Others were sure it
was an undercount,
having witnessed
PPB tactics first hand
at the various protests
Portland Tribune, September 16
for racial equality and
police accountability which continued for over 100 days
after George Floyd’s murder by Minneapolis Police.
Those in the second camp have reason to be skeptical—
if an officer reported they pushed someone multiple times
(or multiple people) without estimating a number, it was
counted as one use of force (details—p. 9). Other
developments include the Mayor’s September ban on tear
gas, state and federal involvement with Portland crowd
“control,” police continuing to lack identification, and
various lawsuits / complaints about misconduct.
The protests suspended their nightly run when Oregon
wildfires caused the air to be unbreathable in early September.
Around that time, Mayor Ted Wheeler ordered the
Bureau to stop using tear gas (“CS” gas) at protests.
(Wheeler was hit with tear gas at a protest (continued on p. 5)
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With New Oversight System on Horizon, Current Board Continues Work
Auditor’s Actions Could Undermine Smooth Transition
imilar to the questions as to how (and whether) the transfer of power of
the US President will happen in January, people in Portland are
questioning how the civilian-run “Independent” Police Review (IPR)
and its Citizen Review Committee (CRC) will transfer their police oversight
duties to a new system authorized by voters on Nov. 3. The passage of Measure 26-217 puts
into the City Charter a framework for a review system which, unlike IPR, will have community
members hiring its Director, along with other powers which may or may not be subject to
legal challenges. Auditor Mary Hull Caballero, whose office houses IPR, opposed the measure,
and took some actions that could lead both the current and new systems to fail. Meanwhile, the
CRC has continued to hold appeal hearings on misconduct cases and hold Work Group
meetings on Crowd Control issues. One problem they currently face is the Auditor’s delay in
appointing new members,
inside
inside • Profiling numbers: more strained analysis....3
which should have happened
tt hh ii ss • Deadly force report questions 2018 shooting...4
Willamette Week online, November 5
immediately after three
ii ss ss u
u ee • Police contract negotiations and other updates...11
people quit (two out of frustration) in September. (continued on p. 2)
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With New Board Coming, CRC Holds Hearings

(continued from p. 1)

New Oversight System Likely Not in Place Until Early 2022
Commissioner Jo Ann Hardesty, author of the measure (PPR #81), has said many times that the new system will take between
18 months and two years to implement. The measure passed with approximately 82% of the vote. Next, City Council will create a
commission to propose guidelines for the new Board, after which Council must approve an ordinance and select Board members. After
that, the Board will hire the Director, who will in turn hire investigative and administrative staff. Only then can the new system begin work.
The Portland Police Association (PPA, the police officers’ “union”), filed a grievance days after the measure passed, claiming the
City should have negotiated the terms of the disciplinary system before sending it to voters. Since the Charter amendment calls for
the system to follow collective bargaining agreements and existing laws, it’s more likely the PPA’s contract negotiations (slated to
start in January—p. 11) and state and federal laws could hinder the new Board. For example, the current contract prohibits civilian
investigation into deadly force cases, and there are laws which limit the authority of people not in the police officer “chain of
command” from imposing discipline, two powers assigned to the system in the ballot measure.
Hull Caballero’s intransigence is not helping, either. While she agreed to move forward with appointing new CRC members once
the election was over, she also delayed or declined to act on:
—extending the contract for annual reviews of deadly force cases, outlined in the current City Code (see p. 5),
—hiring new staff to replace people leaving IPR (some of whom are leaving due to the uncertainty of the transition), or
—allowing current staff to help plan for the new system, under the thin pretext that her office will have to audit the new Board,
so helping set it up is a conflict of interest.
This last item was revealed at CRC’s November meeting, where Hardesty policy staffer Derek Bradley talked about the new
Board. He told CRC this isn’t about blaming people involved in the current setup, but to create a system that’s not fundamentally
based on police investigating police. At the December meeting, IPR Director Ross Caldwell said the staff can answer questions if
people ask them, they just will not directly participate in the design of the institution replacing them.
Case 2020-x-0002: Did Internal Affairs Discriminate Against Whistleblower Cop Who Filed Complaints?
It’s been rare for officers to file appeals of misconduct complaints to be heard by the Citizen Review Committee. At the October
meeting, for the first time an officer appealed a finding in a case filed against other officers. Normally, this would not have been
allowed by policy, but Sgt. Liana Reyna had retired at the time she filed the complaint, so was technically a community member. She
says the Commander and Captain of Internal Affairs mishandled previous complaints of hers.
In the early 2000s, Reyna blew the whistle on sexualized hazing by the PPB’s Special Emergency Reaction Team (PPR #25). She
was the Sergeant who proposed walking away from the confrontation with Aaron Campbell which led to his death, but got called off
the front lines to brief commanders who showed up (PPR #52). Reyna is also a Latina and an LGBTQ person whose former spouse,
also a female officer, is part of the underlying complaints involved.
The whole case is confusing, but in short, Reyna accused both Commander Jeff Bell and Captain Cliff Bacigalupi of not following
procedures properly (allegations 1 & 3) and of discrimination and retaliation (allegations 2&4). The initial findings were “Exonerated”
(in policy) for allegations 1& 3 and “Unfounded” (the facts show the incident did not occur as alleged) on 2&4.
There was a lot of tension in the meeting as Caldwell, Deputy City Attorney Fallon Niedrist, Assistant Chief Jami Resch and Lt.
Chris Gjovik tried to keep a tight lid on Reyna’s testimony so they would not have to discuss the content of her other complaints.
Key points include that PPA President Daryl Turner allegedly told Reyna not to pursue untruthfulness complaints against her
former spouse, Officer Sara Fox, or she (Reyna) would face retaliation. The City claims that since Officer Turner was acting as a
private citizen, not a cop, they could not compel him to testify in this case. It seems they could have charged him with coercion for
telling Reyna to back off. Reyna said she was investigated for off-duty conduct while Fox, who
at one point began dating a male officer, was not.
People involved in the hearing revealed questions asked by IPR and Internal Affairs. Interviewers
asked the Commander and Captain whether they discriminated against Reyna, and when the answer
was no, dropped that line of inquiry. Also, other officers were asked whether they thought Reyna
would have behaved differently if her ex-spouse was dating another woman rather than a man, which
does not seem like the kind of question that would have been asked about a straight person’s behavior.
The City Attorney did acknowledge that Reyna fit the category of “protected class” in four
ways: her gender, her race, her sexual orientation and her whistleblower status. CRC member
Sgt Liani Reyna’s hearing at CRC was Andrea Chiller wondered why the investigators didn’t ask the IA supervisors whether they knew
covered by the Oregonian on October 10. about Reyna’s whistleblowing.
A/C Resch said Reyna’s allegation about perjury would be handled as a criminal offense, but Appeals Process Advisor TJ Browning
pointed to a Bureau policy on truthfulness which has a lower threshold than the law and should have been looked into.
This discussion led CRC to recommend more investigation as to why Commander Bell dismissed that allegation. That proposal passed on
a 4-1 vote, with Chiller wanting to change the finding instead. Both allegations about discrimination were proposed to be changed from
Unfounded to “Not Sustained” (insufficient evidence) with a Debrief, also on 4-1 votes with Chiller dissenting. The only finding that went
unchallenged was whether Bacigalupi failed to notify Reyna of the outcome of her previous complaint; CRC agreed to Exonerate the Captain
because policy at the time required notification for civilians’ complaints, not officers’ (that has since been changed). That decision also passed
by a 4-1 vote, with Julie Falk dissenting due to confusing language in the allegation. The hearing lasted roughly three and a half hours.
Case #2020-x-0001: No Changes in Complaint by Man Claiming Injury from Handcuffing
At the September meeting, case 2020-x-0001 came back to the CRC after they had sent it to Internal Affairs for more investigation in
January (PPR #80). Capt. Bacigalupi revealed the Appellant’s name to be Mr. Davis. Davis said injuries to his hands were the result of a
violent arrest made by seventeen officers in 2016. At the new hearing, it came out that the underlying incident involved Davis being
accused of carjacking and home invasion, where he “barricaded’ himself in a shed with a handgun. Regardless, CRC previously sent the
case back in part because the Bureau was unable to identify which officer had effected the arrest, and to get more medical records.
The Appellant, who appeared from jail by phone in January, was only invited to send a written statement for this hearing; IPR staff said he
did not send anything. The officers say Davis claimed no injury at the time he was arrested, and that he only got X-rayed (continued on p. 3)
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Profiling in Portland: New Reports Show Same Disparities, More Strained Statistical Analysis

T

hree stops data reports published by the Portland Police covering the third quarter of 2020, all of 2019, and just the activities of
the Gun Violence Reduction Team (GVRT) in 2019 show there are still disproportionate stops and searches of Black Portlanders.
An uncritical person reading the reports in depth might disagree, because of the Bureau’s arbitrary benchmarks of what
“disproportionate” means. For example, they claim too many Black people from Vancouver and Gresham drive into Portland for
census numbers to matter, and expand on the statistical gymnastics Portland
Copwatch has pointed out in the past (PPR #79, for example).
The numbers, briefly, show that in a city with a 6% African American
population, 15% of both traffic and pedestrian stops in Q3 2020 and 17% (traffic)
and 16% (pedestrian) in 2019 were of Black people. Fifty-two percent of people
stopped by the GVRT— the new name given to the Gang Enforcement Team
(GET) when its mission allegedly broadened in late 2018— were Black. The
separate report on GVRT’s activities emphasizes that most of their stops were
made within a quarter of a mile of a shooting, but that doesn’t mean they were
all justifiable, nor does it mean they were not the result of bias. The GET’s stop
numbers were slightly higher in the previous breakout released for 2017, 59%
Willamette Week covered PPB’s Q2 &3 reports (November 4).
(PPR #74); the Bureau never released a breakout for 2018.
Though the PPB might get away with using the percentage of African American drivers involved in auto accidents (11%) as a metric for
traffic stops, that does not explain why the stops figures come in 0.3 to 0.5 times higher. If the City wants the community to believe
commuters are causing the difference, they must analyze the race and home city of the drivers stopped. Since the officers likely run
people’s drivers licenses whether or not they end up issuing a citation, this should be easy to do— but doing so would probably prove there’s
bias going on. To justify the stops by GVRT and non-traffic officers, they use the benchmark of crime victimization, which has no correlation
to why a person would get pulled over in a car. By using these measures, the disproportionate rate for traffic stops is (continued on p. 4)

CRC Loses Members, Considers Crowd Policies

(continued from p. 2)

nine months afterward. CRC noted that the X-rays were
to push their hearings behind closed doors (PPR #69). Hull Caballero
not included in the case file. It was stated the non-medical
should stand up for IPR and CRC continuing to function right up
volunteers would not understand the X-rays. It also came up that
until the new board is ready to go, which is what happened when the
the police thought Davis was “very high”— but he has diabetes,
previous system (the Police Internal Investigations Auditing
and his behavior may have been related to a medical issue.
Committee) made way for IPR/CRC in 2001 (PPR #24).
Commander Art Nakamura claimed Davis was taken into
CRC Crowd Control Work Group Receives
custody without incident or use of force, but based that
Feedback About Protests
assessment on the assumption that officers followed proper
The CRC’s Crowd Control Work Group put out a survey in
procedures. Because so much information was missing, CRC
September asking for input from people who had been attending
members did not want to keep the original Unfounded finding
racial justice/police accountability protests since May. They initially
and voted to change it to Not Sustained on a 4-2 vote, with
received a few hundred responses mostly from people who’d been
members Jihan Nami and Vadim Mozyrsky saying that a
“on the ground.” Apparently a right wing blogger then promoted
reasonable person could have agreed with the original finding.
the survey and CRC got over 800 more responses, many of which
At the October meeting, IPR said the Chief accepted the changed
were from people outside Portland and/or who had not been at
finding. It’s not clear how this case is being documented since
the protests, saying things like “the protestors should be shot”
nobody knows to which officer the allegation applies.
and more generally that the PPB was
Membership on CRC Declines
not using enough force. As of
December, the Work Group was still
In early 2017, the City dissolved the Community
sorting through the data, and working
Oversight Advisory Board, which was set up to oversee
with other advisory groups on
the US Dept. of Justice Settlement Agreement, after
coordinating recommendations about
deliberately failing to fill empty seats vacated by
the Bureau’s response to protests.
resignations and term limits (PPR #71). It is possible
that the Auditor and/or City Council could similarly
Also at IPR/CRC:
terminate the CRC’s activities unless IPR follows
—At the November meeting, CRC
through on nominating people who applied/reapplied
discussed the difficulty of preparing for
for memberships back in the summer. Chair Avalos
Chair Candace Avalos (upper L) reads the
and attending Police Review Board
resignation letters from CRC members at the
read resignation letters from members Hillary Houck
hearings on whether officers violated
September 2 meeting.
and Adam Green at the September meeting. Houck
policy in deadly force cases. These
expressed dismay at the Mayor’s attitude when he voted against
longstanding concerns haven’t been resolved, even with most Bureau
the CRC’s recommendation on a case that went to Council— in
members working remotely under the pandemic. Mozyrsky, the most
May 2019 (PPR #78). Green was frustrated that nothing CRC does
conservative member of CRC, has been attending most PRB
can lead to real change as demanded by protestors on the streets.
hearings, one of the most important places for CRC’s diverse voices.
Separately, Carol Johnson resigned because she moved to Seattle.
—Data on protest cases is now posted and updated regularly on
These resignations follow those of former Chair Kristin Malone
IPR’s website (portlandoregon.gov/ipr). In early October, IPR
and member Daniel Schwartz about a year ago (PPR #80).
announced they were opening an investigation into the several
The Auditor has made no secret of her indifference about whether
incidents of brutality by “Officer 67” (see p. 5).
or not CRC continues to function. She refused several invitations
—The Outreach/Policy and Recurring Audit Work Groups have
to attend meetings, did not support their efforts to stop requiring the
not met for months.
Committee to defer to police findings, and, several years ago, tried
For more information contact IPR at 503-823-0146.
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Outside Deadly Force Report Questions Portland Officers Shooting Black Man in the Back
...But Delayed Release Ignores Race in the Year of Racial Justice

T

o be fair to the contractors with the OIR Group whose Report on
Portland Police shootings (and one death in custody) was released in
September, they had completed the Report for an April 2020 release and
could not have anticipated the worldwide movement for racial justice in
the aftermath of George Floyd’s murder in Minneapolis. However, to
apply an appropriate critique, they once again ignored the issue of race*
even when questioning if officers justifiably shot Patrick Kimmons, a
young African American man, in the back once he was no longer posing
a danger to them (PPR #76). The Report was presented twice publicly:
to City Council on September 30 with no public input, and on November
7 to the PPB-friendly Interfaith Peace and Action Collaborative. The
“Independent” Police Review (IPR), which hires OIR, did not have them
present to the Citizen Review Committee even though City Code requires
CRC to work with IPR on follow up to deadly force reviews. Regardless,
the Report once again provides insight into these most serious cases,
exposing a pattern Portland Copwatch calls “the cowboy hero syndrome.”
Perhaps their most important recommendation (out of 28) was for
Internal Affairs to interview officers before they go off-duty after these
incidents. After the City ended the policy of waiting 48 hours for such
investigations (PPR #72), OIR says best practice is not to let outside
influences change officer perceptions. This would have been important
in the April 2018 shooting of John Elifritz (PPR #74), where the
officers’ lawyer showed them cell phone footage of the shooting before
their interviews. PPB disagreed with OIR’s recommendation.
While only three of the seven included incidents resulted in death, the
perspective of the victims (and survivors) is not considered. That said,
OIR does often question whether officers were always acting within
policy, as the official reviewers in all these cases claim they were. Also:
—Not only did OIR say the cops who shot Kimmons in September
2018 should have stopped firing after he ran past them, but they noted
that the Police Review Board members who looked at this case did not
discuss the fact that Kimmons had been shot in the back.
—Officers, including six who fired 17 times at Elifritz, did not make a
plan before entering the houseless ministry where he had been cutting
himself in the neck. OIR forgives them for trying to protect the 20+
civilians in the room. However, they note some of the civilians were ignoring
Elifritz, indicating he was not an imminent threat to anyone but himself.
—IPR subpoenaed the medics who attended to Richard Barry as he was
dying in police custody in November 2018 with one Portland officer
kneeling on him (PPR #76). The medics ignored the City’s legal call to
testify in the internal investigation. OIR did not seem to focus on the officers’
behavior, which included one officer washing Barry’s blood off of himself.
—The Sergeant and officer who pried open a door when looking for
Sarah Michelle Brown in someone else’s home in March 2018 (PPR
#74) didn’t anticipate she might have a gun pointed at them, so scrambled

to get away once they opened the door. The officer fired four
bullets at her, then another officer with an assault rifle fired 22
rounds, hitting her hand and leg, causing her to drop the gun.
—OIR seems to agree with
the Training Division
assessment that the officer
who shot and wounded
Jesse Brockner (PPR #73)
violated policy when he
jumped ahead of a second
police car he knew was
nearby and moved out
Body camera foo
from behind cover to
tage of a Portland
officer
shoot Brockner. The rest kneeling on Richard Barry in Novemb
er 2018
(video posted by
the Portland Senti
of the Bureau’s review
nel).
system cleared the cop.
—The radio dispatcher told the officers involved in the October
2017 shooting of Chase Peeples (PPR #73) he robbed a bank
without a weapon, but the cops assumed he was armed anyway,
leading one of them to wound the African American man when
he pulled out his wallet. OIR does not consider one reason the
officers were “sure” Peeples was armed could be implicit bias.
—The cops who riddled a neighborhood with 15 firearm rounds,
missing Michael Grubbe in May 2017 (PPR #72) did not get
called out for endangering the public. The officer who used a
shotgun was either required to or volunteered to get better training
on how to aim, since many of his buckshot pellets hit a house.
OIR lists five of the seven people involved as having mental
health issues (excluding Brockner and Kimmons). The Report
shows 34 of the 57 people subjected to deadly force had mental
health issues. As PCW noted in 2019, the percentage after the
City made an agreement with the US Department of Justice to
use less force on people in crisis is higher than before the DOJ
arrived in 2012. The new data show the percentage was 55% of
pre-DOJ cases (18 of 33) and is now 67% (16 of 24).
There have been ten shootings that OIR has not reviewed,
including the shooting of another Black man, Andre Gladen, who
was also in mental health crisis. Unfortunately, the Auditor, who
oversees IPR, has not yet offered them a contract due to her sense
of uncertainty with a new oversight system being created (p. 1).
Find the OIR Report at <portlandoregon.gov/ipr/article/766203> and
PCW’s analysis at <portlandcopwatch.org/shootings_analysis_0920.html>.

*-Previous examples include when the OIR Group refused to call the stop
leading to Keaton Otis’ death racial profiling even though the officers stated
they thought the young Black man “looked like a gangster” (PPR #60).

Profiling: Same Disparities, More Strained Analysis

(continued from p. 3)

shown as 1.26 times the norm and the search rate for the GVRT is 1.62, but neither qualifies as disparate because the
Bureau uses a threshold of 2.0. As noted by Portland Committee for Community
Engaged Policing co-chair Elliott Young, “[PPB is] simply fishing for benchmarks
to justify disproportionate policing of Black people” (OPB, November 27).
The Bureau works so hard to minimize the impact of the numbers that the stop data don’t appear until
page 18 of the 2019 annual report. A few exceptions to PPB’s deflection of reality: they acknowledge (1)
African Americans stopped by the GVRT were more likely to be asked to consent to a search (30% of the
time, vs. 14% for white people they stopped), and (2) that in general Black people are less likely to refuse
to be searched (12% of the time vs. 22% of white people refusing) because of “an equity imbalance that can be traced back to systemic
issues of race and power in the criminal justice system and law enforcement.” As usual, the frequency with which contraband is found on
the oversearched Black drivers was lower than their white counterparts, now about 90% as often (up from 80% several years ago).
To their credit, using crash data analysis, the Traffic Division comes out looking good with an 11%-13% stop rate for African Americans,
while patrol and other officers’ rate is 21-22% But as Young also said, “It is revealing that when it comes to explaining their pedestrian stop
data, the Bureau doesn’t rely on the same benchmarks.” The PPB said it was too complicated to run a disparity analysis for pedestrian stops,
further confirming the perception that they don’t want to admit what is going on. Interestingly, Asian American Portlanders pass the 2.0
threshold for disparity in pedestrian searches— but that reflects only four of 13 people stopped in 2019, whereas 178 African Americans were
stopped and 35 (20%) were subjected to searches garnering a 1.57 on the disparity scale, yet not causing any alarm in the Bureau.
page 4

The various reports can be found on the PPB’s website at <https://www.portlandoregon.gov/police/65520>.
JANUARY 2021
PEOPLE’S POLICE REPORT #82

Protests: Police Violence, Federal Deputization

(continued from p. 1)

in July—PPR #81.) Chief Chuck Lovell pushed back against the Police Commissioner’s order (Oregonian, September 20),
joined by the Portland Police Association and other law enforcement agencies, warning officers would just turn to higher
levels of force without the chemical weapon at their disposal. But that had already started earlier after summer lawsuits led to
restrictions for gas only to be used during “riots” and against threats to life/safety. Nearby agencies including the Multnomah County Sheriff
were unwilling to help the PPB manage crowds with the ban in place. The Washington and Clackamas Sheriffs also cited the reluctance of
Multnomah District Attorney Mike Schmidt to prosecute anyone for low-level offenses related to protests as a reason not to assist.
In late August, a right wing protestor was shot and killed by a self-proclaimed anti-fascist after a pro-Trump caravan drew hundreds of
people and vehicles to downtown Portland. In response, right wing demonstrators planned to gather in Portland on September 26. Rather than
discuss Schmidt’s decision to only prosecute people for actual violent crimes or the inappropriateness of using tear gas during a respiratoryrelated pandemic, Governor Kate Brown authorized Oregon State Police to take control of local law enforcement for the day. The head of
OSP had his officers and nearly 60 Portland Police deputized as US Marshals, allowing the feds to prosecute anyone who threw objects at
police with a federal crime. While no significant arrests were made during the alt-right demonstration— the counter-demonstration took place
miles away— the police made numerous arrests at a separate racial justice protest later that day (Oregonlive, September 27).
After the alt-right demonstration, it was revealed that the federal deputization would last until the end of 2020. When the City
Attorney asked the US Attorney to rescind the deputization before then, they refused (Oregonlive, September 30). Chief Lovell
claimed he had no idea the deputization was going to be longer than one day (Willamette Week, October 7).
Once the wildfires abated, nightly protests resumed. Anticipating more street brawls after the election, the City and State laid out plans.
On October 27, City Council voted to limit the actions of deputized officers, citing a string of state and local policies. Portland Copwatch
testified against the use of force by any law enforcement agency, and successfully urged Council to add a reminder that officers cannot
collect people’s information without suspicion of criminal activity (ORS 181A.250). But that all went out the window when the Governor
had the State Police take control of the local police again for most of election week, adding National Guard troops to the mix. While the
Guard members did not have firearms, they wore camouflage and carried nightsticks. The Oregonian reported this was the first such
mobilization of the Oregon Guard in 50 years (November 6), but did not mention the significance that
in 1970, the Ohio National Guard killed four anti-war protestors at Kent State University.
Furthermore, federal officers continued working with Portland Police, including an undercover FBI
agent who helped arrest a man suspected of breaking windows on the eve of Indigenous Peoples Day.
Interesting that the Islamophobic FBI targeted a man named Malik Muhamed. The Department of Homeland
Security helped arrest another man who toppled a statue the same night (Oregonlive, October 12).
The ACLU filed a suit saying federal police exceeded their authority when policing street protests
(Portland Tribune, September 2). In November, a judge agreed that federal officers who engaged in
violent crackdowns on Portland protests in July didn’t have training and were not properly authorized for
crowd control (Oregonian, November 4). Earlier, President Trump had threatened to withhold funds
from what he called “anarchist cities” including Portland, Seattle and New York.
Other issues include:
—Over 1000 people were arrested at the various protests. As of November 25, the DA was pursuing Willamette Week,
November 4
charges against 145 of them, 15% of whom are African American in a city which is 6% Black (mcda.us).
—At least 80 people are being charged with federal crimes, including one man who allegedly poked at a deputized Portland Police
officer with an umbrella at a rally more than a week after September 26 (Oregonlive, October 26).
—The PPB spent over $117,000 on crowd control munitions between the end of May and the middle of July (Oregonlive, September 6).
—Robert King, the former PPB Captain/current police advisor to Mayor Wheeler, used a mutual aid agreement meant for responding to
emergencies, not policing, to promise other agencies immunity if they helped with crowd control (Oregonian, October 4).
—Law enforcement were reported to be scouring social media for evidence of criminal activity, leading activists to try to find
other ways to share information (Street Roots, September 23).
—The national group Physicians for Human Rights issued a report finding officers deliberately targeted medics (Oregonian, October 9).
As for the ongoing issue of hard-to-identify officers committing misconduct, the Willamette Week outed “Officer 67,” a particularly brutal
cop who struck Elijah Warren in the head near his own home during a protest (September 30), revealing his name as Officer Erik Kammerer
(October 7& 21, November 4). After the paper connected the Warren incident to Kammerer, the PPB removed the cop from the streets.
In two other specific cases (of many), one officer pushed a woman using his motorcycle during a demonstration near the Penumbra
Kelly Building on NE 47th Ave (Oregonlive, October 3), and Officer Scott Groshong was indicted for using his car to hit a man
suspected of stealing from a skateboard store during one night of the protests (Oregonlive, October 23— details below).
Following the elections and with the arrival of rainy season, the protests became far less regular, and the PPB reassigned Incident
Commanders and Rapid Response Team officers (most of whom were the deputized cops) back to their regular duties. However,
with the “Independent” Police Review processing over 100 complaints (62 of which alleged excessive force), the specific issue of
how the PPB responded to anti-police-violence protests with violence will be with us for months to come.
OFFICER WITH HOT-HEADED HISTORY INDICTED AFTER RETIREMENT FOR ON-DUTY ASSAULT WITH VEHICLE
s mentioned in the article on protests (above), Officer Scott Groshong was indicted in October on assault and other charges for
driving an unmarked police van into a person he suspected of stealing a helmet from a skateboard shop. Video of the June 15
incident shows a young man being knocked to the ground by Groshong’s van, and Groshong not getting out to check on his well
being. It’s extremely rare for a Portland Police officer to be brought up on criminal charges for on-duty use of force; this is perhaps
the third time in over 50 years. The owner of the skateboard shop told the Oregonian (October 23) he thought the van driver was
“aggressive,” noting he believed it was “some vigilante bystander” and not a police officer. Then-Portland Police Association President
Daryl Turner described the now-cleared suspect’s bringing charges against a cop for, essentially, hit-and-run as “self serving.”
PPR readers may remember Groshong as the officer who grabbed a videographer’s camera, prompting a complaint which went to
the Citizen Review Committee. CRC found he had violated policy by doing so (PPR #69). Portland Copwatch’s records also show
Groshong shot a suspect in March, 1998. It’s not clear whether Groshong figured he could get away with this new transgression
because he was retiring two months later; the indictment was handed down another two months after he retired.
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The Oregonian posted
surveillance footage
showing Groshong’s car (L)
and the suspect on the
ground (October 20).
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Portland Shootings: None by PPB But Two Key Incidents in Washington
Updates on Previous Incidents Include Huge Settlement, Copwatch Web Graphic, Dramatic Video
ortunately, there have been no officer-involved shootings by Portland Police since the no-hit shooting at Grey Stockton in late June
(PPR #81), which remains the only PPB deadly force incident of 2020. However, two major incidents revolving around Portland
Fcaused
alarm in recent months: the killings in Washington state of Michael Rienohl, the suspect in a downtown Portland shooting
of a right-wing protestor, and of Kevin Peterson, Jr., a young Black man whom Clark County (WA) Deputies claimed shot at them
despite evidence showing otherwise. US Marshals also shot and wounded a man in Portland in December (p. 7). Regarding older
incidents, the City paid $975,000 to the family of Lane Martin, who was shot by Portland Police while in a mental health crisis in
July 2019 (PPR #78). Portland Copwatch also updated its online informational graphic to reflect
the number of officers who used deadly force from 1992 to the present (PPR #79), including a
slew of retirements by shooter cops. Meanwhile, Donna Hayes, the grandmother of Quanice
Hayes, produced a video drama, and the Keaton Otis monthly memorial vigils began hybrid inperson/online meetings after months of “quarantine.” The community also gained further insight
into past deadly force incidents with the release of the 2020 OIR Group Report (p. 5).
Federal Authorities May Have Shot Rienohl Without Imminent Danger or Warning
Shortly before he was killed on September 3, Rienohl confessed on TV news to the August 29
Oregonian,
shooting of Trump supporter (and alleged white supremacist) Aaron Danielson. Among the most
September
12
alarming news items about Rienohl’s death are that: (a) the officers involved in a federal task force
who fired 37 shots are said to have not issued warnings, (b) they claim Rienohl pointed a gun at them though the gun was still in his
pants pocket, and (c) President Trump bragged about the killing and called it “retribution” (Oregonian, October 16). The involved
officers were working for a US Marshals’ “Violent Offender Task Force” and came from the Pierce County Sheriff’s Office, the
Lakewood Police, and the Washington Department of Corrections (Oregonian, September 18). The officers were in an unmarked SUV,
so it’s unclear whether Rienohl even knew it was law enforcement who boxed in his car rather than civilian proto-fascists.
Peterson: Undercover Sting on Anti-Anxiety Meds Leads to Police Killing, Protest Actions
An informant was supposed to buy Xanax from Peterson as part of a sting operation on October 30. As with the Rienohl case, two
deputies blocked his car. Peterson got out and ran away. The initial news report indicated Peterson fired a gun he pulled out, but
investigators later revealed that his gun was not used (Oregonian, November 11). Community members quickly organized protests and
vigils to support Peterson, some of which were met by right wing counter-demonstrators who do not agree that Black Lives Matter. It
remains to be seen whether the legal system agrees that Deputy Jonathan Feller or Detectives Jeremy Brown and Robert Anderson will
be found within policy and the law when they killed Peterson after apparently lying about whether he fired his gun.
Portland Copwatch
updated its “top 25
Martin Settlement Among Highest on Record
settlements” web
On September 9, City Council voted to approve the nearly $1 million to settle the wrongful death claim by
page in September
Lane Martin’s family. Because settlements do not allow for broader policy discussions, it is not clear whether
—see p. 11.
the decision was based on the City’s legal obligation under the US Department of Justice (DOJ) Settlement
Agreement. The DOJ sued the City in 2012 to have them train officers to use less force against people in mental health crisis (PPR #58
and p. 1). The $975,000 figure is significant for two reasons: one, that any amount over a million dollars does not come from the
City’s Risk Management fund, but would be paid by an outside insurance company, and two, that it is the fourth highest such
payment for deadly force in the last 30 years. The top three were paid to William Monroe, who was wounded by a live round from
a “less lethal” shotgun in 2013 (PPR #60), and the families of Aaron Campbell, shot in the back by a sniper while unarmed in 2010
(PPR #56) and James Chasse, Jr., who was injured so badly by officers piling on him that he died in custody in 2006 (PPR #51).
During the introductory remarks at the Council hearing, Mayor Wheeler mentioned that the officers hit Martin with less lethal
rounds, but not that he dropped the axe he was carrying in response. In an interview on Oregonlive (September 6), Wheeler said he
can’t comment on incidents of possible misconduct because he ultimately makes disciplinary decisions. Setting aside that this is an
exaggeration (he can always say “these facts are troubling, but let’s wait for the investigation”), the Martin case had been closed
long enough to have appeared in the August Police Review Board report showing no officers were disciplined (PPR #81).
Commissioner Jo Ann Hardesty said her heart goes out to the family, and Commissioner Amanda Fritz called the incident a
“tragedy,” but then blamed the mental health system for Martin’s death. Commissioner Chloe Eudaly simply voted “aye.”
PPB Officers in Deadly Force Retire, Copwatch Graphic Updated
In late October, Portland Copwatch updated the interactive graphic on our website showing 207 Portland officers involved in deadly
force incidents since 1992. The revised page includes the Gray Stockton incident from June. We moved to “inactive” status six officers
who were part of the wave of expected retirements in August, some of whom were involved in multiple incidents. One of those officers,
Scott Groshong, was involved in a deadly force incident in 1998 and was indicted this fall for deliberately hitting a civilian with his
unmarked patrol car (p. 5). An additional seventh officer, Michael Currier, resigned in June for unknown reasons. The six officers who
retired in August included three involved in one incident each: Groshong, Shane Nicholson, and Timothy Bacon. Two officers involved
in two incidents also retired: Lawrence Keller and Doug Matthews. One of only three officers PCW has identified as being involved in
three deadly force incidents— Russ Corno— was also part of the wave. This leaves 102 of the 207 officers still active, or 49%.
The informational graphic, originally posted in December 2019, can be found at <http://www.portlandcopwatch.org/deadlyforcepdx.html>.

QUANICE HAYES, KEATON OTIS
Donna Hayes’ play titled “Silent Voices” was posted online in
October and features imagined monologues by Quanice
(known as “Moose”), as well as Kendra James, Aaron
Campbell, Brad Morgan, three other victims of Portland Police
and two additional voices (Willamette Week, October 28).
See the video: <facebook.com/watch/live/?v=618562972157667>.
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AND

OTHERS REMEMBERED

Meanwhile, the monthly vigil for Keaton Otis, who was killed by Portland Police at a traffic stop
in 2010 (PPR #51), moved from online-only events as presented on the 12th of each month
from April to September, to hybrid events with a few people holding down the corner of NE 6th
and Halsey while the majority of attendees meet over Zoom. PCW attended the November and
December vigils with a digital readerboard listing the names of George Floyd (killed by
Minneapolis police), Otis, Campbell, James, and several others killed by the PPB.
For more information see <facebook.com/pages/Justice-for-Keaton-Otis>.
JANUARY 2021
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STATE DEADLY FORCE INCIDENTS PASS ANNUAL AVERAGE DESPITE PANDEMIC
32 I NCIDENTS BY MID-DECEMBER ONLY SLIGHT DECLINE FROM 2019
hile 2020 isn’t quite over at the time this newsletter goes to press, law enforcement
in Oregon had already surpassed the average yearly number of deadly force
cases by late October, when a Salem officer killed a man after a car/foot chase. Portland
Copwatch tracked at least 268 deadly force incidents from 2010-2019 (PPR #80), meaning
the yearly average is 27 incidents per year. So far in 2020, that number of incidents is at
least 32, compared to 35 total in 2019. As noted in the article on local shootings (p. 1), no
new Portland Police incidents happened between mid-August and our deadline. Below
are the 13 incidents reported since our last issue. Notably, six happened in September.
—On December 8, Linn County Deputy Brandon Rathelegurche and Oregon State
Troopers Caleb Yoder, Michael Iacob and Joseph Sousa shot and killed Brad Masters,
27, in Gates (near Salem). Masters allegedly got out of a car after a chase that started
in Bend (95 miles away) and pointed a weapon at officers (KPTV-12, December 9).
—Also on December 8, an unnamed US Marshal in Portland as part of a task force
trying to arrest Jonathan Crowley, 31, on a warrant, shot and wounded Crowley, who had
allegedly “revved his engine and drove toward a deputy Marshal” (OPB, December 9).
—On December 7, Josephine County Deputies, Oregon State Police and Grants Pass
Department of Public Safety officers were involved in a shootout during a domestic violence
standoff in Cave Junction where Donald Guest, 56, died, but it was not clear whether by
his own hand or by bullets fired by police (KTVL-10, December 7 and KBOI-5, December 9).
—On November 30, Eugene Police Officers Ryan Trullinger and Bo Rankin each shot at
Muhsin Sharif, 26, first after Sharif allegedly drove a car toward Trullinger and then when
he confronted Rankin with a knife after a short foot chase. Sharif, who was wounded,
was suspected of assault and violating a restraining order (KVAL-13, December 16).
—On November 27, unnamed Clackamas County deputies (including ones serving as
Wilsonville police), and an unnamed Tualatin police officer shot and killed an unidentified
man after they responded to a call that he had fired a gun and threatened to kill his wife,
then “did not comply with their commands to surrender” (Oregonlive, November 28).
—On October 29, Salem Police Officer Andrew Parsons shot and killed Rodolfo
Martinez-Cortez, 39, after Martinez-Cortez crashed
his vehicle and ran away with Parsons in pursuit on
foot. Parsons had a gunshot wound in his leg, but
the Oregonian’s October 31 article doesn’t explicitly
say Martinez-Cortez shot him.
—On October 7, an unnamed Forest Grove Officer
used a Taser on James Marshall, 44, when he was
running around without a shirt on carrying a 10 foot
flagpole, sending Marshall to the hospital
KPTV-12,
(Oregonian, October 10). Marshall died two days
October 11
later (KPTV, October 11), making this at least the
13th Taser-related death tracked by Portland
Copwatch in Oregon since 2006.
—On September 28, Marion County Deputy Ricky Kittelson fired a gun at Jose Jesus
Lopez-Tinoco, 34, a suspect who allegedly killed two people and wounded a third in a
home in Salem (KPTV-12, September 29). It was later declared that Lopez-Tinoco took
his own life and that Kittleson’s bullets did not hit him (Oregonlive, November 20).
—On September 26, Washington County Deputy Brett Winders shot at, but missed,
Breck Carter, 39, following a property dispute between Carter and his neighbor where
Carter retreated to his own home in Aloha when Deputies arrived. Carter allegedly
pointed a gun at them (Washington County Sheriff’s Office, October 2). The Oregonian
(September 27) reports that Carter was treated for an “unrelated injury.”
—On September 17, an unnamed Gresham police officer shot and wounded an
unidentified man after he “displayed a gun” while in a vehicle that had been reported
as “suspicious” (Oregonlive, September 18).
—On September 16, three unnamed Grants Pass Department of Public Safety Officers
shot and wounded Jonny James, 29, who had run away from a home being built,
tried to steal a truck and attempted to harm himself with a weeding tool. The police
say he approached them with the tool, so they fired a “less lethal” round before firing
handguns (KOBI-5 and KDRV-12, September 16).
—On September 12, Lake County Sheriff’s Deputy Craig Kintzley with their SWAT
team shot and killed Terry Dickson (age unknown) in a motel room in Lakeview when
Dickson allegedly refused to drop a gun (KTVZ-21, September 13 and Klamath Falls
Herald News, October 16). Dickson was known to have mental illness.
—On September 5, an unnamed Oregon City Officer shot at Craig Abe McCarthy,
30, after McCarthy allegedly rammed a police car. Apparently McCarthy was not hit
by a bullet, but rather was injured in the crash and by a police dog (Oregonlive,
September 6).

W
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Community Calls for Full Withdrawal From,
Expanded Report on Terror Task Force
Efforts Follow Feds’ Use of JTTFs to
Investigate Protest Organizers

F

ive organizers in the campaign to get Portland Police out
of the FBI’s Joint Terrorism Task Force (JTTF) addressed
City Council on October 7, hoping to end the current “case by
case” cooperation allowed by a 2019 Council vote (PPR #78).
Organizers also sent a letter signed by 16 groups to Governor
Kate Brown calling for her to pull the Oregon State Police out
of the JTTF. One impetus for the revived campaign: then-US
Attorney General Bill Barr pledged to use the nation’s JTTFs
to investigate “organizers and instigators” as the Black Lives
Matter uprising began
in the spring. At
Council, the presenters
referenced a new
letter, originally sent
on September 8,
which c a l l s f o r
full withdrawal
of cooperation and a
pledge to make the
annual Report for 2020—due in January—more thorough and
transparent. The 2019 Report lacked details on cases the
Portland Police referred to the FBI, and because of an arbitrary
policy by Mayor Ted Wheeler, no public input was allowed at
the hearing on that Report (PPR #80). The presenters also raised
the use of federal law enforcement at protests and the
deputization of some Portland Police in late September (p. 1).
The speakers were representatives from Portland JACL
(Japanese American Citizens League), Portland Democratic
Socialists of America, Council on American Islamic Relations
of Oregon and Ainsworth United Church of Christ, along with
Brandon Mayfield, a survivor of illegal FBI spying (PPR #33).
The local letter was signed by 32 organizations (including
Portland Copwatch). It points out that the 2019 Report “showed
that all cases referred by the FBI to PPB were of domestic
threats by white people, that none of the closed cases resulted
in criminal charges, and in the cases referred to the FBI by
PPB, there was one Black man and the others were all white
men.” It also noted many of the federal agencies involved in
the brutal crackdown on Portland protests also serve on the
JTTF. Regardless, Commissioner Jo Ann Hardesty, who led
the legislative effort to take two part-time officers out of the
JTTF in 2019, questioned the need to further restrict
cooperation. The rest of Council, including the recently-swornin Commissioner Dan Ryan, made no pledges to strengthen
the new annual Report or to allow the public to testify.
One reason Hardesty cited for
In October, the city of
not wanting to strengthen the Oakland, CA withdrew from
their Joint Terrorism Task
resolution is that the current
Force (San Jose Mercury
language leaves it up to the Police
News, October 21)
Chief to decide whether to assist the
FBI. She did not seem to connect that the current Chief agreed
to allow over 50 officers to be deputized by the Federal
Marshals without informing the Police Commissioner or
Council. So for now, Portland Police can continue to cooperate
with the FBI on cases which include a “threat to life, including
hate crimes”— potentially dozens per year. The Governor has
not responded to the state letter, which was sent out on October
9. The campaign did get recognized on the Portland Mercury
blog, which connected the uncertainty of the then-upcoming
election, unease in the Muslim and immigrant communities,
and the calls to get out of the JTTF (October 26).

Letter to City Council: <portlandcopwatch.org/EndCooperationWithJTTF2020.pdf>.
Letter to Governor: <portlandcopwatch.org/jttf_stateletter2020.html>.
page 7
JANUARY 2021

The Houseless Community vs. Winter, a Pandemic, and Sweeps

W

hile life for those who are houseless has always been difficult and stressful, at this time it couldn’t be worse. In the midst of a severe
pandemic, cold and wet weather is here and sweeps have resumed, seriously impacting lives. After people were pushed out of Laurelhurst
Park just before Thanksgiving, Mayor Wheeler called the sweep "humane" and one of his staff called the removal "compassionate"
(Oregonlive, November 20 & 25). These responses could appear as dictionary examples of the word "oxymoron."
On November 24, Rapid Response Bio Clean, a company which could never be described as humane
or compassionate, started forcing out the campers who had been living at the park. Prior to that time, a
group of volunteers had been assisting the houseless residents by providing clothes, shoes, sleeping
bags, tents, hot food and medical help. They were also hauling away trash and helping those who
wanted to move to do so. While reports indicated that the police were not present during this sweep, a
source told Portland Copwatch there were several officers present and standing by.
It has been reported that recently there have been sweeps at other locations, primarily in SE Portland Oregonlive, November 19
and in the St. Johns area. Reasons given for these sweeps is the accumulation of trash. Heather Hafer with
Portland Homelessness and Urban Camping Impact Reduction Program said recently that about three
camps per week are being “cleared,” down from 50 before the pandemic (Oregonian, November 20).
The former jail that never was, Wapato, opened this fall as the Bybee Lakes Hope Center, a shelter for those experiencing homelessness.
The facility opened with 84 beds for short term stays with plans to expand to 225 beds for longer term stays and with programs to address
mental health issues, addictions and abuse related trauma (OPB, October 3). Concerns had been expressed that the facility is sited far from
the downtown social services. According to the facilities website, there is public transportation within three blocks of the property. A
representative of TriMet indicated that service there is not frequent and primarily runs during commuter hours.

Report Finds Portland Out of Compliance with DOJ Agreement (continued from p. 1)
is the 2nd lowest percentage of 50 large cities
in the US. Looking at the data more closely: (a)
the same paragraph in the article shows
Portland’s nearly $250 million police budget is
the 31st largest in dollars spent, and (b) a September 22
Bloomberg News article says the Bureau’s budget is 30% of the
discretionary funds Council is allowed to redirect. Unlike many
cities, Portland receives people’s water and sewage payments,
creating a huge portion of the budget which is non-discretionary.
By echoing the sentiment that the percentage is low, the COCL
justifies recommendations to throw more money at the police.
Since he started work in 2015, COCL team head Dr. Dennis
Rosenbaum has frequently sided with police, but the Black Lives
Matter movement seems to have shifted his focus. Having
viewed a video of an officer hitting a protestor in the head with
a baton and walking away in a huff, Rosenbaum noted the
Bureau thought the head strike was “not intentional,” and the
“Independent” Police Review (IPR) thought it was just a “push.”
The Compliance Officer rightly says a hit to the head with a
hard object is deadly force and should be investigated as such.
Noting that Sergeants now oversee 4.8 officers each, down
from 5.2 officers, the COCL concludes the Bureau needs to hire
more officers— rather than reduce the number of Sergeants. The
Agreement’s requirement about staffing is based on the idea of
“span of control.” Thus, if the City decides to have fewer officers,
there should be a reduction in the number of Sergeants as well.
In any case, the DOJ is the final arbiter of compliance, and it
is not clear if they will agree with the COCL when they report to
federal Judge Michael Simon in early 2021 and in his courtroom
on February 25. While it is crucial the City not be allowed to
backslide on its commitments, the City’s mantra of “we have to
wait until the Settlement Agreement ends to make other changes”
needs to be addressed to ensure that both the federally mandated
reforms and community demands can be met at the same time.
The PCCEP held a forum with the COCL in October at a
Mental Health subcommittee meeting, leaving barely enough
time for community dialogue. At the October general meeting,
they made a statement about the COCL report, supporting its
out-of-compliance findings, but unfortunately also echoing the
4.4% budget misdirect. PCCEP’s Racial Equity Subcommittee
invited Black women to provide input at a late August meeting
with guest speaker Shirley Isadore, the mother of Kendra James,
talking about the loss she still feels 17 years after police shot
her daughter (PPR #30). In late September, PCCEP held a forum
to discuss the upcoming City Council vote on the budget.
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While PCCEP has made some strong recommendations, they also
dragged out discussions of City legislation to allow them to continue
after the Settlement Agreement ends (August-November meetings).
They also voted not to take a vote about metrics proposed by amicus
groups to the Agreement which were requested by Judge Simon in
February 2020 (September meeting), and are negotiating with the City
about who will be in charge of creating a Truth and Reconciliation
process for the Bureau (October-December meetings). They have
begun looking at the Bureau’s policies (“Directives”—p. 11) despite
a review timeline not
conducive to PCCEP’s
monthly schedule.
In September, they
voted 8-0 for a
recommendation
requiring uniformed
of ficers to wear
visible identification
as a means to help
hold them accountable. Elliott Young and Taji Chesimet were elected as PCCEP
co-chairs at the November meeting (CityNet 30).
PCCEP earlier voted
1-9 against an ambiguous resolution from member Vadim Mozyrsky
about “violence in the community” which seemed to condemn
protestors’ behavior but not police violence. While discussing a proposal
for the Bureau to review its advisory groups, PCCEP revealed the City
had not informed them when the other groups held their meetings.
Shortly after the October COCL Report noted the City had promised
to respond to PCCEP recommendations within 60 days, Mayor Wheeler
got out his pen and signed off on quite a few of them, albeit with some
disagreement. For instance, he agreed with the proposed ban on tear
gas (since he already ordered it) but not to ban other weapons.
At the November meeting, PCCEP elected as co-chairs Elliott
Young and Taji Chesimet, with former co-chair Lakayana Drury
stepping into the “alternate co-chair” position after being termed
out. In a December runoff between Mozyrsky and former alternate
co-chair Ann Campbell for the Secretary position, Campbell won.
The Bureau’s Annual Report, required by the Agreement to be shared
with PCCEP in draft form, was only heard at the Settlement Agreement/
Policy Subcommittee in November, where the PPB refused to make
changes and said they would post the report soon thereafter. 2019 was
the only year where the Bureau came close to releasing such a Report
in a timely manner. In 2020, the Report was presented to City Council
on December 16 without the required presentations in each Precinct.
JANUARY 2021

Find the Copwatch analysis of the COCL Report at
<portlandcopwatch.org/COCLanalysisPCW1020.html>.
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Training Advisory Council Voluntarily Conducts Use of Force Analysis Not Done by Professionals
Makes
Makes Compromise
Compromise on Force Demographics Reporting as Protest Force Data Arrives
Arrives

T

he Police Bureau’s Training Advisory Council (TAC) met in September and November,
continuing to analyze and make recommendations about the Bureau’s Use of Force
Data, among other topics. TAC Chair Shawn Campbell pulled together an analysis
separating out “low level” force the PPB was required to track starting in 2017 from
force being tracked all along. This analysis should have been done by the highly paid
Compliance Officer/Community Liaison, but those consultants have refused, saying
“we can’t compare apples and oranges.” Surprisingly, the TAC analysis shows a decline
in most uses of force; however, it also shows there has been no change in African
American Portlanders bearing the brunt of far more police force than is reflected in
their percentage of the population. On that note, TAC’s recommendation to add
Lt. John Sapper presented the Q2 (April-June)
population data to the Bureau’s quarterly force reports ended in a compromise in the
crowd force data at the November TAC meeting.
form of including a link to census data— on the back page of the report. Big news
broke at the November meeting, where new Force Inspector Lt. John Sapper presented the Crowd Control Data from second quarter
(Q2) 2020, showing the police used force over 2000 times in the first five weeks of protests following the killing of George Floyd.
With no media at the November meeting, Portland Copwatch broke the news that of the 2378 uses of force listed by the Bureau, at least
1582 uses (66.5%) were the application of chemical agents, impact weapons or “strikes/kicks.” At the meeting, Sapper claimed “most” of
the force was “category IV” low level uses like “control against resistance” and “resisted handcuffing.” A few days later, the Bureau
released the Q3 data, showing the police used force against crowds an additional 3871 times from July to September (Portland Mercury
Blog, November 16). This time, higher level uses of force made up just 29.6% of the reported violence. However, the PPB made it clear to
TAC in the report and in a presentation to the Portland Committee on Community Engaged Policing (PCCEP) on November 17 that the
numbers are an under-representation. Even though officers claiming they pushed a person “3-5 times” were counted as five uses of force
(the high estimate), officers who said they don’t know how many people they pushed (or how many times) were only listed as one.
A separate report presented by Campbell at the September meeting shows the decline in crime over the past 30 years and trends
downward in specific kinds of force used. One area showing a steep decline is officers pointing firearms, which went down from about 400
times a year to under 100 in 2019. In the “apples to apples” report showing reported force before and after new categories were added in
2017, there’s a drop in force against African Americans, mostly driven by the drop in pointed firearms. The difficulty involved in doing an
independent survey makes it impossible to know whether this was a true reduction in force, or just police reluctance to fill out paperwork.
In terms of the Bureau’s reports on non-protest force— and it’s worth mentioning that the US Department of Justice Settlement Agreement
does not distinguish protest/non-protest actions when saying the PPB has to find ways to use less violence— the Q2 and Q3 reports show
African Americans made up 26% of those who were subjected to police assaults in that six month period. There are no demographic data for
the crowd control figures. The TAC tried for nearly two years to have the police include census data to show only 6% of Portland’s
population is Black, while African Americans make up 25% or more of people subjected to police use of force. Instead of the requested
side-by-side presentation of the contrasting figures, a back page footnote in the Q3 report provides a link to the census data explains why the
PPB compares the custody ratio to force. In essence, they claim a lot of (Black) people come in from outside the City limits and are
subjected to force (something they could easily prove by cross-referencing addresses in force/custody data to race) and, in so many words,
that Black people commit more crimes. It’s clear that 20 years of discussing racial profiling with the PPB has had little effect (also see p. 3).
To be clear, the Q3 report will go before the TAC in January; it was released to the Mercury and PCCEP after the TAC November meeting.
In November, the TAC also put out a recommendation to make better use of the Public Safety Support (PSS) Specialist program,
which involves not-fully-sworn officers carrying nothing more than pepper spray to deal with low level calls for service. The
recommendation’s most important aspect is a listing of exactly what the PSS Specialists have been doing for the couple of years
they’ve been in existence. According to the report, about 46% of their calls are about stolen vehicles and 27% are about thefts, with
“follow up, vandalism reports and other duties” making up the rest.
In September, the Council voted to have the Bureau prioritize hiring staff to focus on equity issues and to support most of a PCCEP
recommendation to evaluate existing advisory boards (but wisely cautioning against making all the boards use the same bylaws).
More info on the TAC can be found at <https://www.portlandoregon.gov/police/61449>.

Second Round of Cuts to Police Budget Scuttled by Swing Vote on Council
ommissioner Dan Ryan was sworn in on September 10 after winning an August run-off election to finish
the term of the late Nick Fish. Ryan was buoyed to success over his competition Loretta Smith by campaign
statements about and an endorsement from Commissioner Jo Ann Hardesty, indicating Ryan was committed
to helping Hardesty move forward her work on police accountability. Hundreds of people weighed in at a late
October Council meeting supporting Hardesty and Commissioner Eudaly’s proposal to slash another $18
million from the budget, after the $15 million cut in June (PPR #81). However, Ryan, Commissioner Fritz It’s not clear why the Portland
and Mayor Ted Wheeler asked to wait a week for a budget impact analysis to support or refute the other Tribune ran this photo of cops with
members’ claims that no officers would be cut with the new adjustment. Some questioned the delay, given kids in a store in its online story
that the PPB made a point that no sworn officers lost their jobs from the initial round of cuts, and in fact had on budget cuts (November 5).
35 open positions as of mid-September (Portland Tribune, September 16). The Hardesty/Eudaly proposal included leaving those positions
unfilled. But the City’s budget officer warned any further cuts would involve laying off staff because the police were on track to overspend
their overtime budget by $4 million for the 2020-21 fiscal year in just the first three months due to (our words, not the budget office)
overpolicing protests (Willamette Week, November 3). Ultimately, the vote came out as 2-3 with Ryan, the swing vote tipping the scales.
FORMER PPB SHOOTER COP FIRED AS WEST LINN CHIEF: On December 4, the City of West Linn reported that they had fired Police

C

Chief Terry Kruger due to his involvement in the racially charged arrest of Michael Fesser (PPR #80). While this doesn’t serve as justice
for when Kruger shot and killed Deontae Keller while he was a Portland Police officer in 1996 (PPR #9), it is certainly gratifying to see.
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The Portland Police Association does not set policy. However, some PPA leadership express negative attitudes toward citizens and civilian oversight in their web postings. We worry these ideas may spread throughout Portland’s ranks. The PPA’s website is <ppavigil.org>.

October 3: A post features an October 1 KGW story asking why civilianon-civilian shootings are on the rise. The PPA notes the 110 shootings in
September were a 243% increase over the 32 in 2019. They quote a
Portland Copwatch analyzes
community member who says “when you take away the piece that’s
the police ‘union’ newsletter
–continued –
suppressing gun violence, that’s what happens.” This is a tired trope,
blaming the uptick in shootings on the dismantling of the Gun Violence
PPA VS. PROTESTORS (continued from back page)
Reduction Team (GVRT), when gun violence is in fact up all across America
September 24: Turner again references the man murdered
under the pandemic (see, for example, the August 11 New York Times).
“during a protest downtown,” complaining that Council
October 12: A video from Protect Portland features heavy music as
responded with tweets and news conferences while the
Turner
narrates. He warns that in 5-10 years there will be no more police,
“violence” continues. He expresses concern that Molotov
while the video shows boarded up buildings and tents downtown. Turner
cocktails were thrown at police the previous night after
shows police precincts boarded up after protestors set fires. He says they
Wheeler banned CS gas, a move he calls “mind numbingly
painted over graffiti at PPA headquarters so nobody had to look at the
reckless.” Oregon State Police and the Multnomah County
words painted there, at which point the video shows swear words and
Sheriff won’t help Portland with the ban in place, he says.
graffiti calling cops “racists and killers.” Turner asserts police can
Hinting he thinks he should run the city, he writes to Council
“evolve” and make reforms, but not without more money.
“You had a chance to lead and failed.”
October 21: Today’s post says Portland has fewer cops than in 1995 but
October 12: Pointing to “destruction and riots” on the eve
150,000
more people, but doesn’t address the much lower crime rate.
of Indigenous Peoples Day, when the Oregon Historical
October
26: Turner urges Council not to defund the police. He says
Society and other sites were vandalized, Turner touts police
he
supports
public policy to improve police, safety and (surprisingly)
professionalism. He notes officers left the protest to respond
accountability.
Without proof, he claims the previous $15 million cut
to a shooting in Powell Park, where they took
resulted in increased crime and
the suspect into custody without injury. If they
gun violence. In July, right after
Hunzeker
(L)
can avoid injuring an armed person, why can’t
the GVRT was defunded, there
showed off
they stop harming unarmed protestors?
his police
were 99 shootings, up by 30%.
October 26: Turner urges the Mayor and
motorcycle
He emphasizes that 66% victims
Chief to “stand up and publicly support police
in the
in July were Black, saying this
bureau members who voluntarily serve on the
East Portland
proves defunding hurts the
News
Rapid Response Team.” This is the crowd
community. Citing a Gallup poll,
(July 2007).
control squad which he says is on front lines
Turner says defunding is
facing riots, arson, etc., requiring special
training but resulting in no extra pay. Turner NEW PPA PRESIDENT PROMISES MORE OF THE SAME unpopular. “Only” 15% of
people want to abolish police—
says these officers did not sign up to have On October 31, new PPA President Brian Hunzeker introduced
which is actually an impressive
fireworks and other objects thrown at them, himself, thanking Association members for letting him lead them.
1 in 6 people. Conveniently
causing “serious injuries,” along with threats Apparently he has been an officer for 20 years, ten of which he
leaving out the overall 47%
to rape and murder them or their families. He has spent as a Vice President on the PPA’s executive board
vaguely cites “warrantless criticism and false under Daryl Turner. He praises Turner’s “strong leadership and support of reallocating police
funds, he notes that just 28%
allegations by electeds,” then mentions vision,” echoing the idea that policing must evolve.
“strongly” support it.*-2
“baseless complaints... devoid of due process.” On December 14, he posted a long piece capped by the assertion
October 29: After Council
This is likely a reference to the cops pulled “we do not apologize for doing what is right.” Hunzeker talks
deferred
the vote for a week,
from the front lines for being too violent, since about officers enduring “false allegations” equating George
Turner
claimed
defunding
Floyd’s
death
to
actions
by
the
PPB.
He
says
he
agrees
we
he then tells the City not to “bench” people,
would
lead
to
non-compliance
as it leads to low morale. He says not to use need accountability, but points to elected leaders including DA
with US Department of Justice
police as political pawns, advocating against Mike Schmidt, who (per Hunzeker) supports the idea that “the
(DOJ) Settlement Agreement,
lawless
can
claim
free
speech
and
get
away
with
nearly
anything.”
a ban on “less lethal tools.” He says such a
which requires the City to
ban would leave “no other option but to use high levels of
adequately fund the PPB. But if other programs meet public safety
force”... except, of course, not using force at all.
needs, a reduced PPB would still be “adequate.” Turner says a vote to
Copaganda, Budgets, Crime, Houselessness
defund means the “extremist anti-police ideology” will win, asking
who
will bring justice? He ends by writing: “We deserve better.”
In the various posts leading up to the October 28 City
November 4: The day before the defunding vote, a video of infograhpics
Council vote on the fall budget, Turner used statistics and
and accompanying text attempt to establish facts. The PPA says it is “false”
fearmongering to push back against momentum toward further
when Commissioner Eudaly says the cuts will not reduce personnel, again
cuts for police. While the cuts were voted down (p. 9), it’s not
ignoring the analysis that the cuts are related to overtime spending and bad
clear Turner’s rants had any impact. The tipping point, an
management. They say the budget is not “bloated” because of a total $5.6
analysis that PPB is overspending its overtime money on
billion city budget, only 4% goes to the PPB. But the PPB gets about 30%
policing protests, is notably absent from Turner’s concerns.
of discretionary funds (see DOJ article, p. 1).
On October 29 and November 4, he added that the Portland
Street Response project, an alternative to police touted by
Challenging the New Oversight System
Hardesty, is not up and running after a year of planning.
In a post on November 5, the PPA announced a legal challenge to the
September 16: PPA launched a “support Portland Police”
new
oversight system voted in two days earlier (p. 1). Claiming to be open
petition called “Protect Portland,” urging Council to stop
to
a
discussion,
they call the charter amendment “flawed,” saying the new
defunding the Bureau. Citing protests, Turner complains about
board will not be able to be held accountable. They call it “unconscionable”
“thin” staffing after the June “knee-jerk” decision to cut the
Hardesty decided to ask voters to support the new board without an “honest
budget. He talks about how diverse the officers’ backgrounds
explanation.” According to the PPA, state law says the board must be
are, calling them “members of the Portland community” even
negotiated before being sent to voters. Though this is technically the first
though only 18% of cops live in City limits (PPR #76).
full non-personal post by the PPA’s new President Brian Hunzeker, it ends
September 17: On a related note, the PPA reminds folks
with the same words Turner used on October 29: “We deserve better.”
they don’t have to live in Portland to sign the petition,
*2- see <news.gallup.com/poll/315962/americans-say-policing-needs-major-changes.aspx>
which gathered 4000 signatures in its first 24 hours.
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Police Contract Talks Due to Restart in January
egarding the Portland Police Association (PPA) contract, the one-year renewal
passed by City Council in July (PPR #81) requires that negotiations begin
again “no later than” January 13. It is likely this schedule will be complicated
by a number of factors, including the pandemic and limits on in-person
meetings combined with the agreed upon ground rule not to record the
sessions. Also complicating things is the turnover on City Council, with
Commissioner Chloe Eudaly having lost her seat to newcomer (and person
who accepted a campaign contribution from the PPA) Mingus Mapps,
Commissioner Amanda Fritz’ retired seat going to Carmen Rubio, and
Commissioner Dan Ryan voting against cuts to the police budget (p. 9).
Given the importance of removing obstacles to accountability in light of the new
oversight system passed by voters (p. 1), Portland Copwatch sent a letter to
City Council on November 10, a week after the election. We expressed our
continued support for the two community letters put out in 2019 focusing on
issues such as allowing civilian investigators to compel officer testimony and
examine deadly force cases for misconduct (PPR #79). The PPA had filed a
grievance against the City a few days earlier, as we wrote, “claiming that the
new community oversight system for police— which is not expected to be
implemented until early 2022— violates their right to bargain. We believe that
the PPA has, for too long, hidden behind the legitimacy of rank-and-file workers
everywhere to pretend that being allowed to harm and kill community members
without repercussions is a bargainable issue. It should not be. No other workers
have the authority to do what police can do in this society.”
PCW joined over 30 groups in publishing a new letter about the contract on
December 10, going into details about changes needed in the contract. PCW
plans to track the new bargaining negotiations and keep the community informed.
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Copwatch: Lawsuits Total Nearly $16M in 28 Years;
Hung Jury in 2016 PPA Contract Protest Lawsuit

In early September, anticipating City Council’s adoption of a $975,000 settlement
for the family of Portland Police Bureau (PPB) shooting victim Lane Martin
(p. 6), Portland Copwatch updated its “top 25 settlements” web page for
the second time in 2020. At the time of the 2012 update, which captured the first 20 years since PCW was founded, the total amount paid out in settlements,
judgments and jury awards for police misconduct was $10.8 million (PPR #56). The new total, eight years later, is roughly $15.9 million, with the top 25
recipients accounting for $11,992,510 of that, and another $3.9 million paid out to nearly 250 other
people. The yearly average is now up from $500,000 to just about $600,000.
Meanwhile, as the wheels of justice grind slowly, it will be a while before we know the outcome of lawsuits
from protestors based on PPB violence at this year’s racial justice demonstrations (p. 1). A woman
who was pepper sprayed in the face during the October 2016 protest against the Portland Police
Association contract renewal (PPR #70) finally had her day in court four years later. Unfortunately, a
mistrial was declared due to a hung jury and Allyson Drozd will have to wait at least until January 4 to
see if a different jury concludes that Sgt. Jeffrey McDaniel can be believed when he says he “faked”
spraying Drozd in the face at the doorway of City Hall (Oregonian, October 11). Drozd reportedly won
$40,000 from the County due to a Sheriff’s Deputy also spraying her in the face on the same day.
Check out the “top 25 settlements”: <portlandcopwatch.org/top25settlements20.html>.

New “Brady Rule” Directive Among Policies for Public Review August-December
As we have done since 2014, Portland Copwatch continued to provide feedback to the Police Bureau on its Directives (policies) posted for review from late August until
mid-December. Most of the Directives were repeat postings, usually with few if any of our comments incorporated. However, after over three years since the “Independent”
Police Review called on them to create a policy on officers whose ability to testify is potentially compromised (aka the “Brady rule,” named for a Supreme Court case about
providing information that might help exonerate defendants— PPR #72), the Bureau finally drafted the new policy in August, with no explanation for the delay.
August: Our concerns with the first draft of the “Brady rule” Directive mostly had to do with definitions, including whether or not officers who “use their position to sexually
harass or assault women, engage in road rage and/or driving under the influence, and those who engage in violence whether on or off duty” would be put on the list.
September: In a revised policy about unarmed Public Safety Support (PSS) Specialists, the PPB listed eleven duties these new employees are able to address (also see
p. 9). Portland Copwatch once again asked for the PSS Specialists to have more training and authority, including about people in mental health crisis and de-escalation.
October: PCW weighed in on the “Critical Incident Altered Duty” policy, asking the PPB once more to include a definition of “critical incident” such as the one included
by the Compliance Officer for the US Department of Justice Settlement Agreement in their October 2020 report. We also addressed the “Search, Seizures and
Inventories” Directive, which was not changed despite having been posted a year earlier, repeating our previous comments encouraging the PPB to prohibit “stop and
frisks,” and advise people on their right to refuse to be searched. Our biggest concern about the Collision Review Board policy was that the Portland Police Association
was granted a seat on the Board, a seeming conflict since they are also charged with defending officers against misconduct allegations after traffic accidents.
December: The Bureau more or less completely rewrote both the “Brady rule” and search Directives. The “Brady” changes markedly improved the policy by
pointing out that the DA gets to decide what information has to be shared with the defense, so the PPB should report more rather than less. The search Directive
includes provisions for officers to let people know they are allowed to refuse a search— per our suggestion. The Bureau also posted four policies around the use
of controlled substances; our most important comment was that when it comes to drug testing, officers should have to be tested after deadly force incidents.
Find the PPB Directives at <https://portlandoregon.gov/police/29867>.
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Dan Handelman analyzes
the Police “Union” newsletter,
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Varying Values
on Violence
Vulnerable to
Vindictiveness,
Victimization
rom late August to midDecember, the Portland Police
Association (PPA), which represents rank-andfile cops and 911 operators, posted numerous rants on its
Facebook page fearmongering about protests for racial justice,
the proposed new police oversight system, and what happens
when police lose funding. This period marks the end of the reign
of longtime PPA President Daryl Turner, whose messaging about
those fears and the presumption that police protect the community
were featured in videos produced by PPA and CNN. Throughout
the 25 posts, the PPA repeatedly condemns all violence,
oblivious to the irony not only that they are perpetrators of
much violence, but that this argument boils down to “politicians
need to let us use as much violence as possible to stop protests
against police violence.” While many of the articles address
multiple topics, we identified the main themes of seven to be
the protests (28%), another seven about the budget (also 28%),
four about crime (12%) with a scant two in the normally
prominent category of “bluewashing” (showing the friendly side
of police—8%). Below are brief glimpses into what was written
by the “union” to its supporters, the public, and elected officials.
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PPA Wants Power to Crack Down Harder on Protests
There are several recurring themes in the PPA’s posts about
the police accountability/racial justice protests. For instance, on
August 31 and the September 2 CNN appearance, Turner called
on elected leadership to institute a “zero tolerance” policy toward
“protest violence, gun violence and all other violence in the city.”
He probably doesn’t realize this means police would have to
stop using chemical agents, “less lethal” munitions and batons.
He also says the City has “handcuffed” the police by restricting
their ability to “[use] all the resources at their disposal to stop
the rioting.” Turner generally refers to the protests as “riots” in
these and the posts from September 16, October 12, 14 and 26.
August 31: In a post made shortly after a right wing
demonstrator was killed by a self-proclaimed antifascist in the
aftermath of a pro-Trump rally in downtown (p. 1), Turner claims
elected officials blamed everyone but themselves, pointing
fingers at the President, federal agencies and local police. Turner
also says the electeds vilified police and turned a blind eye to
“anarchist groups.” He claims Chief Lovell, who was appointed
on June 11, was given no support, pointing to when Council
voted to cut $15 million from the budget shortly after he was
sworn in. Fact check: the vote was 6 days later and was in the
works before Lovell’s ascension. Turner raises concerns about
retirements which happened in August and more expected in
January. He says violence at protests result in “injuries,
destruction of property and chaos in the City of Portland,” making
people not want to go downtown. He urges the officials to allow
PPB to “restore safety.” Fund the PPB, he says, before more
blood is shed. Is that a threat or a prediction?

Apparently the
graphics people
at CNN agree
with Daryl
Turner that he is
the real Mayor
of Portland
(September 2).

September 2: Turner appears on CNN Newsroom with Jim
Sciutto, saying law enforcement needs support as the city faces an
“‘unprecedented’ 100th day of violence.” Yes, Portland Police have
never used this much violence 100 days in a row. It quotes Turner
saying political leaders including at the White House have to put
an end to the violence. Agreed, but not in the way he means it.
September 11: Turner advises PPA members to focus on
community safety, noting that the previous day Mayor Wheeler
banned the use of tear gas while the Chief and Bureau “adamantly”
voiced opposition. Notably, Turner doesn’t mention that at the time
raging wildfires were making the air unbreathable*-1 or that it was
six months into an airborne pandemic which attacks people’s
respiratory systems. Turner cites the State Police calling the ban
“reckless,” predicting it would “blow up in the Mayor’s face.” Turner
tells the rank and file not to be distracted by Wheeler, Commissioner
Jo Ann Hardesty or anyone else “who tries to use policing and
community safety for their own political ends.” How many officers
reading Turner’s statement realize he could be talking about himself?
September 16: Writing on the budget, Turner says Portland is at a
crossroads where peaceful protests “developed into nightly riots,
(continued on p. 10)
looting, burning, assaults and even a murder.”
*1-Turner does mention the wildfires, asking readers to remember 9/11 while
life and property are taken.

